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But this Is • doctrine which will never go 
down loDg with any natioa ; aud those in- 
terested in the contiuuance of abuses are 
upon tlieir last legs when compellsd to 
avow them. They call us factious, des- 
perate men. Their idea of a good citizen 
is just the reverse of Solou's ; he thought 
it criminal not to take a part in the poli- 
tical interests of the community. These 
modern Solons appear to think, that this 
•elfish apathy is the perfection of patriot- 
ism, or only inferior to those " ardent 
minds" whose zeal outruns discretion in 
obedience to the powers that be, so let 
the " Devil be honoured for his burning 
throne." 

" For my part, I i|hall ever think, that 
the best virtue consists in maihtaining hu- 
man liberty, and the best virtue of an 
Kngiishman in an intrepid support of the 
eomntou rights of £nglishmet) ; and t 
«hould think I ill performed my duty to 
0od or my neighbour, did I not dare to 
make use of the reason God ha^ given 
me, or had not manliness to utter the result 
of it. 

« With these sentiments, and with the 
utmost gratitude and devotion, I beg leave 
10 subscribe myself, 

" Gentlemen, 
« Vour obedient, humWe servant, 

" f. BUKDETT." 
VACCINATION. 

Jio^at College of Surgeons* 
We, whose names ^re hereunto sub- 
scribed, deeply impressed with the many 
fatal instances of the Small- pox which have 
lately happened, and wliich daily occur, 
in the metrdpolis and in variou; towns of 
the kingdom j convinced thkt such events 
are, in a great degree, conseciuences of 



• To exhibit the benefits of Vaccination, 
the following accounts are subjoined. 

A Report has been lately made to the 
class of physical sciences of the Imperial 
Institute, by which it is stated, that out of 
2,671,662 persons vaccinated in France, 
only 7 authenticated cases appear of pa- 
tients having afterwards taken the small- 
pox. 

By the Glasgow bills of mortality, it ap- 
pears, that 49 persons died by the small- 
pox in 1811, and in 181;; only 24 persons. 
But prior to the introduction of Vaccina- 
tion, several hundreds annually died of the 
•oiaU-pox; 



the support and propagation of that dis- 
ease by inociiianon; and fully satisfied of 
the safety and security of Vaccination ; 
from a consequent sense <>f duty to ilie 
community, do hereby enjjajre (lurselvc*, 
to each other and to the public, not to 
inoculate the small-poi, uuiess, for some 
special reason, after Vaccination ; liut to 
pursuft, and, to the utmost of our power, 
promote the practice of Vaccination. And 
further, we do recommend to all the mem- 
bers of the College, of correspondent opi- 
nions and sentiments of duty, to enter 
into similar engagements. 

Master, Thomson Forster. 
Governprs, EVerard Home, Wra. Blizard. 
Assist'ants. 



James Earle; 
G. Chandler. 
Chirles Blicke. 
T. Keate. 
J. Heaviside. 
Henry Cline. 
David Dundas. 
John Charlton. 
Lincoln s Inn 



William Norris. 
James Ware. 
Ji A. Hawkins. 
P. Knight. 
Ludford Harvey. 
William Lynn. 
John Abernethy. 

PieUs, 7th Jfril, 181S. 



TETITION FROM LP.ICESTIR FOB FAKLIA' 
MCNT-IKT REFORM. 

A requisition was lately signed by forty 
of the most respArtable inhabitants of Lei- 
cester, to Mr. For, the mayor, to con- 
vene a public meeting for the purpose of 
petitioning P.irliament .for a repeal of the 
triennial and septennial acts. Mr. Fox 
having, as the head of a close corporation, 
refused to granL the request, a meeting 
took place at the Bowling green, at which 
Walter Rudiug, Esq. presided. After 
speeches, which evinced great learning 
and ability, from Mr. Ruding and Mr, 
Ryley, some spirited Resolutions were 
agreed to, together with the following pe- 
tition, which is admir^ii^ly drawn, and 
contains a condensed view of the wishes 
and arguments of the petitioners. 

To the Honourable the Commons of the United 
Kingdom^ The Humble J'etitien of the inluf* 
bttunis of Leicester, 

SMrveihy 
That the House of Commons, as at pre- 
seut constituted, doth not fully and fairly 
represent the people of England, nor speak 
their sentiments, according to what your 
petitioners conceive to be the principles 
of the constitution, which they consider 
as a grievjmce, and therefore, with all be* 
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coming reopect, lay their complaint before 
your honourable house. 

tn affirming that your honourable house 
is not an adequate repfesentatimi of the 
people of lingland your petitioners do 
but state a. fact, which, if the word "Re- 
presentation" be accepted in its fair arttl 
obvious sense, they are ready to prove, 
and which they think detrimental to their 
interests, and contrary tQ the spirit of tite 
constitution. 

How far this inadequate representation 
is prejudical to their interests, your peti- 
tioners apprehend, they may be allowed 
to decide for themselves ; but how far it is 
contrary -to the spirit of the constitutioti, 
tliey refer to the coiisideration of you'r 
honourahle house. 

Your petitioners comfrlain, that the elec- 
tive franchise is so partially and so une- 
qually distributed, that it is only exercised 
once in seven years ; that the right of vot- 
ing is regulated by ho Uniform or rational 
principle ; and that the majority of your 
honourable house is elected by less than the 
two-hundredth part of the people to be re- 
presented. 

Of the complicated rights of voting, 
your petitioners have also a great i^ason 
to complain, for, from the caprice with 
which they have been varied, and the ob- 
scurity in which they are now involved by 
time. and contradictory decisions, they are 
becoine a source of infinite confusion, liti- 
gation, and expense ; for the management 
arid conduct of polls is committed to re- 
turning officers, who, from the nature of 
the proceedings, must be invested with 
extensive and discretionary powers, and 
who, it appears by every volume of your 
Journals, have but too often exercised 
those powers with the most gros; partiality, 
and tlie most scandalous .corruption. 

Of elections arranged with such little 
regard to the accommodation of the par- 
ties ; acknowledged to require such a length 
of time to fomplete, and trusted to the 
superintendence of. such suspicious agents, 
vour petitioners might easily .^raw out a 
detail of the enormous expanse; and, in 
addition to this, they cannot but notice, 
with abhorrence, the destruction of public 
morals, by the shameful and almost gene- 
ral system of perjury, bribery, and cot- 
ruption, which is not only .practised with 
the reost unblushing ^Sronteiy, but at- 
tempted to be justified, and even gloried 
in, to the eternal disgrace of the par- 
ties. 

Your petitioners likewise complain of 
Be^rAST MAO, NO. \.\ 



that eitensive system of private patronage, 
which is so re\»ugnant to the spirit of firet 
represeritatioii, an cncreasing evil, and an 
abusewhich obviously tends to exclude the 
great mass of the people from any sub- 
stantial influence in the election of the 
House of Commons, and which, in its pro- 
gress, threatens t^^i usurp the sovereignty 
of the country, to the equal danger of the 
King, the Lords, and the Commons. 

Your petitioners are more alarmed at 
Iht progress of private patronage, because 
it js rapidly leading to consequence» whicb 
menace the very existence of the cottstitu- 
tion ; because it tends to overthrow tWe 
independence "of the House of Commons ; 
and because it gives to individuals that'jun- 
just property, in the liberty of their fel- 
low citizens, which no individual oiight 
to j>ossess. 

Anxious to restore, and preserve !ii its 
original purity, a constitution they love 
and. admire, your petitioners beseech your 
honourable house to take such measilres 
as to your wisdom may seem meet, to r^ 
move the evils arising from the present un- 
equal, unjust, and ruinous state of the re- 
presentation ; and to regulate the right of 
voting upon an uniform and equitable 
principle; and finally, to shorten {he du- 
ration of Parliaments ; and by removing 
the causes of that confusion, litigation, 
and expense, with which they are at pre- 
sent conducted, to render new and fre- 
quent elections, what their ancestors at tht 
Revolution asserted them to be, the means 
of a happy union and good agreemditt be* 
tween the King and people. 

TIIEATT or nj-RECHT, ARTICLI I8th. 

" It, shall be lav»ful for all and singular 
the subjects of the (Jueen of Great Britain, 
and of the Most Christian King, to sail 
with their ships, with all manner .of liber- 
ty and security, no distinctions being 
made who are tiie proprietors of the mer- 
chandize laden thereon from any port td 
the places of those who are now, or shall 
hereafter be, «t enmity wiih the Queen 
of Great Britain, or of the IVIost Christian 
King ; it shall likewise be lawful for the 
subjects and inhabitants aforesaid to sail 
with the ships and merchandize afore- 
mentioned, and to trade with the same 
liberty and security from the places, ports, 
and havens of those who are enemies of 
both or of either party, without any op- 
position or disturbance whatsoever, not 
only directly from the places of the eue> 
< c » 



